Balancing act: Anna Liu with her children Lwnei 12 (Ieﬁ) and Serena, 10. Anna beheves the Aus’erahau educatmu system encourages

chltdxen tobe alf—roundezs(

Plcture: Jane Dyson

Chmese chlldren pushed too hard

By Jim Gainsford .
BEVERLY H}lls mum Anna Liu hasa

sald “You don't own them.”’
Annais well-placed
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The issue emerged when social work-

| ersspoketo students at the §

i| HighSchool forumlastyear.

. School prmcxpals and counsellors all

‘ spoke of the pressure to study and

achieve academically for children of
Chinese heritage.
The same issue emerged when they

__ spoke to primary schools.

“We have heard cases of childrenaas
young as three or four being tutored to
start Iondergarten," Mis Liu said.

“In China it is our tradition s to focus
on the academic, while sports and
music are additional.

“Ifyou are not good aderm aHy,

youareseenasa failur

The pzzlybtem was confirmed |

“We have children as young seven or
eight going to tutoring,” she said,

“There is pressure on them to decide

whether to finish their school home-

- work or their tutoring homework.
_ "Somefeel they ha

ﬁmsh theu'

~ tutoring homework because thelr
_ parents have paid for their tutoring.
_ “Wetry to tell parents that they need
_ togivel thexr children a more rounded

‘cludmg spor .

Xpe]
other social activities.”’

St George Family Support Semces is
launching a pilot Chinese family edu-
cation project, funded by Kog, ‘
Council, which will explare the differ-
ence between the Chinese and Aus- ‘
tralian education systems.

The project aimsto help C
parents to promote a more balanced
life for children academically, physi-

_ cally and emotionally, and explore how
__to prevent mental illness arising from

study pressures.

The pilot Chinese Family Education
Project will have its third session on
Match 22 at Catlion Public School from

. 9.30amto 11.30am.



